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TERRY CARR wlshes to announce that, dug to unprecedented demand, he
has run out of coptes of LIGHTHOUSE 14, and that those who have not

yet received thelr copleg will receive LICHTHOUSE 15 when it is pub-
. lished "in a month or so". Be patlent, people.
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Ace's World'sg Best Sclence Filction:1967 1s now out, in csse you need
some help in voting fnr the short story Hugo. (I did myself, after
checking on the Roberts stories and discovering that both the ones I

liked would fit in the novelet ostegory.) I'1l hsve a longer review
if the book neggcissue, but that will reach you too late for the. vot-
ng. . . b
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Did you know thet the hslo was origlnslly a designatlon of the sun
god? Did you care?




Berring sudden flood, blizzard
: or tornado, this issue will be
2 ———fmgiled either April & or 10...
Eiiii‘;—éj@i—‘hinf_ring on peper feeding prob-
___llems and 11ttle domestic crieges
a=—111ke Buck figurins out income

——=— ==1%gx znd whatnot.,
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I'm telling you what deste it is

. malled not so much as an spology
'\égég s~ | but 8s 5 warning., Fert of the

= > \|time slippare is indeed our fault;

HJ } ~ s SRR part of it is due to Mr.O0!'Brien's

. . i ever unloving Post Office, which
LquTEE> FAN PGSf/ \\\ \J L)Yﬂ | |eeems to be coming apert at the

seams - with increzsing rapidity....

1t mgkes our task somewhat discourgging, makes me feel 1ike the ink and
paper and labor are goling out gnd disgppearing, and makes me correspond-—
Ingly less eager to Tacklie stencllling the next issue. (It'1l just dig-
appear like the lsst one, snd pitiful Inquiring letters will be trgiling
In for weeks asking what happened te the lsst 1ssue of Yendro....and we
never know if the issue 1s actuselly on its way, sonevhere, by lsme car-
rier pigeon..,or if the issue really did'met 1ost. It is equally frus—
trating to respond to a subseriber's BPlalnt that the <Last lssue never
arrived, mail him a replacement, and next .dsy receive sz csrd eannouncing:
"Cpricel that ~- the last issue came yeaterday, right gfter I mailed my
last Jetter.") 2 IR i R

It makes you wonder if the Fost Office lan't really a large computizer
practicsl Jjoker.....with heslf its fuses mlsslng, or something.

At any rate, assuming this issue reaches you 1In tlme, and you still csan
get in under the May 1 deadline, don't forget to mail your Hugo ballots.
1 presume the NyCon commlttee is making some allowances, too, for the
Post Of7lce. If I were 1In that position, I would be checking postmarks
on bepllots coming in after May 1.....and if 1t were 18t Class Mall and
marked a weel previous, I should think the msiler had st lesst Iried.

Postel service has been the bane of the fan publishing industry for so
long the complalnts are like sn 014 man's constant groaning about his
corns or slipped disc or whstnot, But of lste, it has progressed from
excrutiating to incredible. 'Way bgck in the desr desd Cays when Indiang
fandom was active, we treasured the tidblt thet one poor Indignapolis fan
once weplted six weeks for s Ysndro to travel 60 miles. That 1= no long-
er a record; it's now par for the course, and maybe even Talrly sond aer-
vioe.

Thus 1t was that I read the recent newspaper asccount of C'Brien's rsdinal
?7) proposal for changlng the postal service with a bit of z vacant stare.
I am by thls time somewhat numb wlth disbellief, and I must confess I'm
bspinning To recall with horror all these stf stories of a tremendous mech—~
anized, technological culture that one day grinds to a terrifying stop from
overload, apathy, or sheer cantankerousness. ' '

Huxley's BRAVE NEW WORLD 1is leaving the field of science fiction., We may



not have reached the stgge of maxing the sign of a4 T on our stomgchs,

but so many other aspects of that novel are now Here that 1t's unnerving.
We have soma, we are becoming such an urban civilizstion that people may
well 1ive and die never seelhg open sky and farmlands, our mores are of
course changing.i...

It isn't the people I object to, but the morlocky machinery that keeps
the world running. I'm beginning to feel 1lke Bradbury. M machinery
usually behaves 1tself, because I keep my eyes on it. But have an un-
comfortable suspiclon that there's a great deal of machinery running our
culture that should be watched, and 1sn't being.

Or contrarily, as seems to be the problem with the post offlce, people
are watching, but don't care, FPeople who sl1t there and drink coffee
whlle the automatic cancelling magchine or whatever rips thousands of
pleces of mell to shreds, Or the delivery truck whilch has s convenient
two~days—to-repair flat tire ripght in front of the driver's girl friend's
house.

O'Brien’s 1dea of a corporation management mlght hpove some merit. Let's
take over the post office znd have it operated by fafis......principslly
actlve publishing fans, of course, assisted by active corresponding fans.
Out of the goodness of our hearts, we will help along the way agll the
mall of the non-fang (properiy addressed, of course, as the fens have
always been forced to do....."Missent to Sgudl Argbla", "Postage due on
return third class mail 8%", "Arrived at San Franclsco post office torn
in two pleces -~- please advise disposal™.....).

But because we heve had to run the exact address, zip code route, we
shall be very nasty with "Boxholder" maill, shell we not? We shall use
the bales of this sort of mzterial as crudsheets, or book marks, or
quotecards.......they shall disgppear.

How shall the fans handle mail delivery? Why Just arrange a regional

con once a week ab all these new, ineffeclent regionsl centers scsttered
vhroughout the country (we can personally testify to the Muncie, Indiagnz
Regional Post Office gs an absolute paragon in the eluslve sciehce of
fouling—up mall distribution). Once a week, all the fans pet together
for a bash, sort the mail (weeding out the junk), use the postage money
to pay an independent trucking firm,...you know, it could be fun. And

of course, we could have an all night party afterwards....wouldn't even
charge for the job. They could save the gslaries of the sorting employ-
ees and put them to local delivering,

And the fans could build bonfires out of the remaining junk maill and
cook welners and hamburgers......just think of 1it: a real con in your
fvm area, every week. Get to recruit new members (posters all over the
post office ahd mgil boxes)..... it could mean lots of new bliood for the
whole field.

And 1t would solve Andy Porter's complaint that there are too mgny reg-
ional cons. These would be useful, maybe even profitable if we get
pecple 1like Devore and s few N3F censors to help us weed out the chaff,

So ig's ridiculous, Do you really think the present system 1s z11 that
sanel Ben Franklin, where sre you tonimht? JWC
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It would seem that Bitchy 01d Ted
White has done it again, in his own
inimitable gtyle. Gilve him credit
for honesty; in his handling of the
Hugo/Fong affalr he scorned to use
mghipulation, propaganda, persuasion,
or even tact; he just ceme out, open
and aboveboard, with his coup, The
|fact thaet hls method of handlirg (ke
affair showed his open contempt for
v ALk I anyone else's opinion, and was cal-
‘VNWN"W/V culated tn antaponize the maximum

& : 1MW [P lnumber of fans, should be no surprise
to anyone who knows Ted, (It 1s glso not reslly gnythlng at which I can
cavlil, inasmuch as I have been known to operste that way myself, on occas-
lon. In fact, I'm not caviling; I'm belng amused at the latest example of
New York fandom's idea of publlec relstions. )

As for the nsme-changing iteelf, I realize that B1ll Mallardi wants
Yo win a Hugo so bad he can taste 1t , but I can't see that this has any
more bearing on the situatlon than does Ted's lack of tact. Whatever it's
celled, the award will be for the Best Fsnzlne, and will be presented by
the World Science Fletlion Associstioh, Nothing has chanpged but the name.,
B11l Veeck pointed out in his recent book, The Hustler's Handb20k, that we
as a nation have become lghbel-conscious. Hls exsmple was that of some tv
show, whlch took g strew hat off g horse in céntrsl park, sewed g Bonwit-
Teller (Bonwit & Teller? Something like that) label in 1t, snd sold the
result for a fabulous price tt some schnook who knew snd cared nothing
ebout het quality but wanted the lsebel gs a steatus symbol, Refusing %o
accept an award just because it doesn't have a hame one approves of is
equally gsinine, :

New York fandom must be fascinating to do business with, anyway.
Awhlle back, they were accusing Ben Jgson in print of agbsconding with the
profits from the Tricon, and then having to publish a retraction when it
turned out that Ben hadn't passed on money becsuse he'd been in the hos—
pitel, Give Andy Forter.credit; he printed an apology. (I didn't see any
apology from the New York Tans who gave Andy hls information, however,)

Of course, when Boston fandom accused New York of libel during. the course
of the recent conventlion bidding, New Yorx fans were righteously indigngnt.
Certainly they'd printed a retraction -- the fact that thils was in g fan-
zine handed out at the Worldecon i1tself (who regds fanzines they!'re handed
in the middle of a conventlion?) was merely coincidence. {(Of cource, Boston
helped them out enormcusly by passling up any legitimate chence to object
aheed of time and then making g sdur grapes announcement just prior to

the votlng, another mssterly publlc relations ploy.)

New York hss flve months to go before the convention. I'm eagerly
awalting their next frlendly overture to fdndom,

There are no fgngine reviews in thls .lasue because I've been too
busy to read fanzines, Looking at the size of the stack, next issue may
consist of nothlng but fanzine reviews, (You win g few, you lose a few.)

I'm not sure thet writing 1s all that 1t's cracked up to be. (Pro
writing, that is.) During the course of knocking out the U.N.C,L,E, novel,
1 had asthma, sinus trouble, indigestion (to the point of getting sick at
work and throwing up), and hives (I hadn't had hives for 10 years previ-
ously), in addition. to which we had the flnodling described ln YAVDRO 167,
a power fgilure which forced us out of the house for a couple of days



(gas heat, but electric controls), and finally a half-assed kid driver
who plowed through our mgllbox one sleety night., (Having previously side-
swiped another car while attempting to pass. lnsre fun; wreckers, police
meking out reports in our living room, people tromping in to use the
phone, etc. Nobody hurt, tho the kid's car was pretty well demolished.)
I wonder if Ian Fleming had to put up with this sort of thing?

I keep getting farther behind in my reading. Latest recommended non-
stf volume is Veeck's BHustler's Hendbook, mentloned previously. I have an
extremely mild intereat in bgseball -- 1 usually follaow the standings in
the paper, but I nelther watch nor listen to games gnd the only players
I can recognize are the ones everyone knows, llke Wilile Mays and...err...

umm. ... However, both of Veeck's books (his previous one, Veeck -- As In
Wreck) are among my favorite volumes because they are f¥u¥n*n¥y. Eartiy
because Veeck has a telent for getting into -- or causing -~ funny situg~

tlons, and partly because of the writing abillty of Ed Llnn (whoever he
1s) who gets cover credlt and presumebly did the actual wrlting. This 1is
the sort of book you resd aloud to someohe else.

Los Angeles fandom currently has two projects goling. They are bidding
for the 1964 Worldcon, and they are sponsoring a fund to bring Takumi
Shibano, "foremost Japanese fan", to the convention, wherever it is held,
Both seem fairly worthy endesvours, I'm willing to back Los Angeles in
168. If anyone else is, the LA fane gre offering free fanzlne covers (with
Pan-Paciflicon or TOFF advertising on the reverse side) to any fan editor
willing to run them, LA fandom boasts a lot of good artists; those current-
Ly supporting the project are Bjo Trimble, Don Simpeon, Luise Pettl and
Cynthia Goldstone., If you want a free cover for your fanzine, write to
Pan-Psclficon Committee, F.Q. Box 422, Tarzana, California 91356. Give
your fanzine's circulation, type of cover wanted (fantasy, welrd, stf,
bem & fem, etc.), two color choices (pink, green, blue, yellow, goldenrod,
vhite, gray, tan), your fonzlne name, and your address includlng Zip
Code. (The post office will not accept third class mall without Zip Codes.)
To be fair, you should guarantee to use the cover before Sept. 1, 1967.
According to the committee, it will take about $1000 to bring Shibano to
the con, Your donatlons of ¥1 or more will get you a fanzine devoted to
information about Japanese fandom and zbout the Pan-Facificon. (1iore gbout
this next issue when I review the fanzine,) They also mention auctions
gnd raffles; presumebly further snnouncements of these will be carried in
the fanzine you pet for your donstions. (It's &g vicious circle.)

I'm not sure fandom is riech enough to support both TAPF and TOFF
(Trans-Ocesnic Fan Fund) on any regular basis, though it would be a good
idea. (I'd like to see Bob Smith brought over from Austrslla some day.)

But there have been special funds before; Walt Willis came over twice
and John Berry once on "specials", and whlle Irish Fandom is unQuestion-
ably one of the most talented fandoms 1n the world there is no need to
restrict special funds to its members aglone, Shell out a few nickels for
TOFF ..

The short story poll hasn't been forgotten; like the fanzines, I was
too busy to bother with it this month. And, 1llke the fanzlne reviews, 1%
wlll appear ln the next YANDRO. I plan on a short rest before doing any
more pro writing {besides, it's Juasnlta's turn to make a sale now), Dur-
ing the "rest", I have hopee of cleaning off my desk, working out the
short story ratings, and resding the last AMERICAN HRRITAGE and a dozen
or so books,

The Fort YWayne paper noted a sure sign of spring 1in Indlana; four
arrests for streetwalking, R3C
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FEBRUARY REVIEWS
WORLDS OF TOMORRCY, Frederik Pohl, Editor. 115 pages of new fiction.

This is a good month for magazine covers; never mind what's insida.
Gray Morrow must have been thinking of Frank R, Paul when he drew the
cover Tor Worlds, but iorrow can put action into his pictures, while
Paul speclalized in detailed tableaus.,

The Ballard school of sf wrlting (it's not what you say, 1t's how
you say 1t) is well established by now. Unfortunptely, most of Ballard's
followers can't write a tenth as well as Ballerd. Samuel R. Delany
seems to have somethlng lmportant to say, but he can't get it out with-

: out choking on the bones.

"The Star Pit" takes as its
theme humsn limitations. The
use of symbolism is effec-
tive. The characterization

1s excellent. The heroes!
problems are real and moving.
And the story never pets off
the ground. The writlng just
isn't good enouph to hypno -~
tize the reader. into forget-
ting the plot blunders. Bal-
lard, in THE DROWNED WORLD,
makes Kerans' deranged actions
seem reallstic. Delany fails
to put across lesser absurdi-
tles. To glve just one exgm-
ple, an expensive spsce ship
is piven away, free for noth-
ing, no less thsen four times.
These people need money, some
of them desperately; yet they
give the spaceshlp away like
1t was nothing. The story is
paper-thin, and the jury-
rigred background keeps poking
through. Instead of cardbosrd
caaracters 1in a vivid world,
the typlcal sf cliche, we have
a hew c¢liche of real characters
in 2 cardbosrd worid, It is
no better than the 0143 one.

This issue of Worlds is
losded with articles. The one
on the upcoming movie "A Space
Odyssey - 2001" 1is interesting,
but an erticle on Kubric in the
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November 12, 1966 New Yorker is much
more informative.

Keith Laumer's "The Plaghet Wreck- '
ers' 1s fast, funny, improbable, gﬁﬁ%%%%%‘zﬂagh
A

&
and entertalning, WY -
|\ 5 »!!"”/J'f
TEE MAGAZINE OF HORROR, Robert \ L -
\ — o
Lowndes, Editor, 24 pages of new W AL
fiction. (S 270738

. The Conan story in MoH shows
its age by 1ts casuel racial pre- |
judice, As recently . as twenty \
years ago, everybody "knew" :
that the white race wgs sup-
erior, just as today cvery~
body "knowg" that =211
races are exactly equzl.
There 1s racism 1n Wells
and Verne, Probsbly the
Tirst popular writer to
portray Negro charscters
as human belngs was Edgar
Rice Burroughs., Even the
current ERB paperbacks
have been bowdlerigzed to
remove any tinge of pre-
judice, I'm glad that sf
magazines are still free
of thls tendency on the
pert of some liberals to
use the same censorship tech—
niques they have always deplorea
in the hands of conservatives,
*.Ctherwise, "The Vale of the Lost
Women", with its racism and begu—-
tiful sexuaglity, oould never hsgve
been published. -

There 1s only one new gtory
in thls issue, but there 1s a
long Lowndes nevelette that
has never before been pub-
lished in the United States.
I can see why. Lowndes does
not handle sexusl fantaslies gs
well as Howard d4id.

Cne major difference between sf snd
fantssy is thet while "sex and sclence fiction don't mix", sex and
fantasy often do.

FAMOUS SCIENCE FICTION, Rawl, Editor, 20 peges of new fiction
The warld comes to sn end so slowly that. only a skeptical newsmgn

reallzes what is.happening, He finds that no one will believe him, and
g0 embarks on an unsatisfactorlly motivated Journey through civil dis-
order and natural upheavsl., 8tephen Vincent Benet did justice to this
formula, and may have origilnated it. He knew where to stop., In this
Famous S F, Wallace West does a workmanlike Job with the formula, but
in hls hsnds it remalna a formula and nothing more, Cz)




GALAXY, Frederik Pohl, Editor. 165 pages of new fiction,

If you don't mind guessing games, I'd l1lke to make the outlandish
puess that the Esk stories by "Hayden Howard" sre remlly the results
of a collaborgtion between Fred Pohl and A.E.van Vogt. They possess
the qualities of exclting prose, original ideas and bad plotting that
FPohl and Van Vogt have in common. It is too bad that the Esk stories
will almost certainly be dated before there is time for g paperback
collection. You just can't make predictions about Ching these days and
expect them to stand the test of tomorrow's newspapers.

There is a sameness about the storles in this issue of Galaxy. They
all mix fantesy and sf. They are gll set on Earth in the near future
and they all cross the borderline of the possible. "Our Man In Peking",
"They Hllariated When 1 Hyperspaced to Earth", "The Trojan Bombardment™",
and "The Last FPilibuster" are about political struggles a .few years
from now. They are 1llsted 1n order of decreasing believaebliity and de-
creasing entertalnment value.

"Thus We Frustrate Charlemagne” is e stsndard time travel story that
Talls into its own parsdox, but has a few funny moments,

By far the best story in thls lssue 1s "Return Match" by Philip K,
Dick; which proceeds from the realistic to the absurd with the prepog-
terous inevitablility of pure lopic,

This lssuve also concludes g Jack Vance serisl, part of the "Star
Kings" series.

ANALOG, John W. Cempbell, Zditor. 129 papes of new figtion.

The story of o commsnder who must choose between hisg mission and g
humen 11fe has been t0ld meny times in flction. I doubt there hsve been
any parallel sltuations in real 1life. Sertainly wrlters on this subject
are not drawing on experience. "Pioreer Trip" 1s a standard story of
the type, with the standard ending. The details of the story are super-
flelelly convinelng, but don't hold up under analysis. The writing 1s
good,

At the Tricon there wes some nolse sbout Anglog beling puritanical.
bome fans were golng out of thelr ways to misunderstand the dictum "sex
and sT don't mix". They even blsmed Kay Tarrant Tor censoring manuscripts.
I don't know Analog's assistant editor personally, but I £ind that very
hard to believe. Maybe it was all a bad Joke. Lester del Rey spoke out
in Janpbell's behalf, saying that thers were no taboos in Ansloe. "There
Was a Crooked Man®, in this issue, proves once and for gll that Analog 1is
no more lnhibited than any other msgazine in the field. This is not a
good story, but it is oceaslonally very funny and it 1s sexy sgs s11 get
cut. Lven the choppy writing is a relief from the typical readsble but
bland Anslog prose, .

Foul Anderson, wrlting under the nsme of Saunders, turns out the first
really bad story I have ever seen of his. This 1s & shame, becsuse he
hes a very clever ides that he has obviously spent g lot of time and in-
genuity on, But. the scientific puzzle in "Elementsl Mistske" is all there
is. After reading 1lt, I couldn't even remember how many charascters were
in 1%, much less which was which. The attempt to add humor in the form
of s drunken monolog 1s a complete, flop.

IF; TFrederik Pohl, Editor, 139 pages of new fletion.

‘Larry Niven is one of the best hard-science writers to enter the flelad
8ince Toul Anderson, "The Soft Wespon" ias not one of his bettsr stories.
The fespinating attention to detall is there, but the story bresks down
in several places. The description of the soft wespon goes on for papes,
bqf most of the weapon's powers are irrelevsnt, When the hero captures

«



the weapon he plays around with it but can't think of any real use for
it, powerful as it is. 1In fact, the hero, while unrealistically herole,
1s almost totslly ineffectual. The most interesting character in the
story, the mad puppeteer, remains on the sidelines. By rights, it shoul
- have been hls story, with the human characters played down,

Also in thls issue is a "Gree" story,with plenty of action, and g
flne "Retief" story with some beautiful prose. The only trouble with
stories by Laumer and McApp (who may well be the same man) is the total
lack of characterization. :

The second installment of Budrys's THE IRON THORN is so tantallzingly
short that I can't be sure whether the story ls going to depenerste into
a mere gdventure yarn or not. There were certa nly a number of things
in this chapter that did not seem to hold together. I don't mind four
and five part serials when they are necessary, but THE IRON THORN could
have been presented 1n two parts without crowding., The first install -
ment was billed as "part one of three"., Apparently Pohl is determined
to preserve overlapping serials at all costg, because now THI IRON THORN
ls a four-parter. 1In any event, it is still a likely Hugo candidste,
though I will probably vote for THE LITTLE PEOPLE unless something bet-
ter comes along,

MARCH REVIEWS

THE MAGAZINE OF FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION, Edward L. Ferman, Editor,

"The Sea Change" by Jesn Cox 1s a strange, message story, I didn't
Tlnd it particulsrly interesting or moving, but it is obviously a very
personal story and other readers might 1ike it very much, In any case,
it 1s not the kind of story that benefits from close enalysis, so I
will refrain from ni%-plcking. I do wonder why Shakespeare's "Full
Fathom Five" is mis—quoted. Are there two versions?

Mack Reynolds is the author of 5 very fannlsh story sbout none other
than Tarzan of the Apes. The remaining three shorts include a hospital
salire, e story of capture by sliens reminiscent of Heinlein's "Fish -
bowl", ana yet another new twlst on that seemingly inexhaustable theme,
the deal with the devil. A1l are very well written, and hiphly enter—
talning, but they are all varigtions on old themes,

The conclugsion of John Christopher's new novel, THE LITTLE PEOPLE, 1is
Jarring. The story has suffered by beinp broken into three parts, be-
cause 1t underpoes g sudden change a few pages into part three. fhe
flrst installment concentrated on the human. characters, Part two ex—
plained and speculated on the "little people". The conclusion returns
t0 the humans, and is both bizarre and revealing., Even though it seems
lrcongruous when taken apart from the reet of the story, 1t is a power-
ful ending to a powerful nove].

AMAZING STORIES, Sol Cohen, Editor,
Yhe one new story in thls issue is a rehash of a paranoid anti-utopis,

It is a good example of why sex and sf usually don't mix. The sex 1s
window dressing. It 1z used to attract attention to an otherwise dull
story. But 1984 had mex end rats, 80 821l anti-utopiass must have sex ana
rats. The story is mildly éntertalning, with good pulp plotting and s

lady-and-the~tiger type ending. I find the 1dea of s future where psy--
- chiatrists destroy peoples! personglities to keep them happy just about
ng likely as s future where doctors amputate patients' limbs to keep them
safe in bea,

ANALOG SCIENCE FICTION/SCILNCE FACT, John W, Campbell, Editor,
The new Harry Harrison serisl 1s great fun. @
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Someone should tell Mack Reynolds that
Southerners say "yawl" only when they mean
"you 211", i.e. ‘Yeverybodv". You never
hear "yawl" used for the slngular "you',
Why do writers who have never 1ived in the
South insist on usging Southern dialect in
thelr stories? They seldom have an ear for
it. _ :

"In the Shadow" by lMichael Karaseorge
hes some flaws as a story, but I wouldn't
trade 1t for a dozen 1little 1literary gems,
Tt revolves around the human reactions to
agn ldee that, to my knowledge, is new to
sclence fiection. And it offers a tricky
bilt of orbitsl maneuvering thet I hadn't

thought about. The soclety is sketched in
~1lightly but reslistically and at least the two
major characters are more than stick figures,

By contrast, Christopher Anvil, who was

once a gnod writer, turns hik story on one triv—
lal sclentifle fact, gleaned, I gather, from

The Wall Street Journsl. The charascters sre g
cerew of Campbellian stereotypes. There is such
_ a wealth of story mgterisl in modern scientific
digcoveries that 1t le¢ g shame that ¢f writers so often ratlion each plcs-
yune ideg, one to g story.,

IF, Prederik Pohl, Editor

I expected to be disappointed by this specisl Hugo winners issue of
IF., The cover, which loocks 1ike 2 repulsr-sized cover stretched into a
wrgp-around, 1s a far cry from the promised Frazetta., The Frank Herbert
story is delayed. And a mere sixteen pages of a major serlal like THE
IRON THORN is absurd., This brlef chapter is nothing but transition, gnd
taken by 1tself it 1s almost enough to Xill the reader's interest. The
' tone is humorous; there is gnother gratultous flst Tight; what detail
there 1s 1s interesting but not moving, It 1s hard to take the mgjor
changes 1n Honor Jackson seriously. We might ss well be in a new story.
The 1nsight into Jackson's: private thoughts that made the first parts so
involving is gone. .Jackson is becoming a puppet, just gs Rosn in BARTH-
BLOOD devolved from = believable human being into a typical Laumer hero,
By the end of this installment, Jackson 19 left uninvolved and dsngling,
S0 1s the reader, oK

The three novelettes in thie lissue are so good that they clear away
the bad taste left by the turn for the worse in the serial., Concentrgt-
ing on what this lsgue has, rather than on what it lacks, 1 am almost
ready to vote for IF on the Hupo ballot sgein next year. There is even
a poem by L. Sprague de Cemp, who is probgbly the best serious sf writer—
poet, ' '

What can you say zbout Asimov? He 1s not sz brilliant writer, 1n that
he produces few quotable passeges. His technique is completely submerged.,
He has a talent for mgking the most abstruse and sophisticated concept
seem commonplace. His prose 1s the most regdable in the science fiction
field. "The Bllllard Ball" is a quiet, uncomplicated novelette that will
etlck in my memory for years, I'm sure, as the most convinclng gnti-grav-
1ty story I have resad.

There 1g¢ a Harlan Ellison story of endless torture by a sadistic com-—
puter that 1s spoiled by its excesgses., I 1iked Ellison better when he
(0> ‘ ; :



was writing for Science Fiction Adventures,

"This Mortal Mountaln™ by Roger Zelazny has the same feeling of vast-
ness as "The Doors of Hls Face, the Lamps of His Mouth", but is it not
Quite =28 successful as the earlier story. It is as much a mountain-
climbing story ss it 1s sclence flction, and as long as At sticks to the
mountain, a forty-mile high whopper, the story is fine. Then we get
giants, birds, snakes, and illusory girls 1n mini-skirts and the story
loses 1ts conviction., Zelazny's reason why men climb is not very im-
pressive, but his mountsin is very impressive indeed,

While most pro/fan writers are content to rehash sword and sorcery
themes, Larry Niven has applied his considerable ingenuity to pure
sclence flction, He has found some stertling idess by turning over old
famlliar rocks, His "Flatlander" is the best story in this Hugo winners
lgsue. 1t won't be many yesrs before Larry Niven has his Hugo, too, Af
ne continues to improve gt his present rate. His writing is still too
Tlippant and ingroupish at times, and he sometimes dwells too lovingly
on detall. These faults, which experience will surely erase, are oute
welghed by hils boundless inventiveness,

! Tgis was a good 1ssue, and IF 1s still the best sf magazine on the
gtandas.
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NO REASONABLE OFFER REFUSED FOR THE FOTLLOWING FANZINES

Ron and Cindy Smith's INSIDE SCIENCE FICTION, #51 (lMarch, 57), #52
(October,57), and #3 (September,58). I asssume that these were the fin-
al three lssues. All ere first-rate, a true labor of love, in the same
adult category as "Yandro",

My complete collectlon of FANTASY TTIES and SCIENCE FICTION

TIHES, Collection begins with #2322 (Oct. 195F) and ends with

#79 (Feb,1967). Included sre both the Fifteenth Anniversary //
Issue and the Twentieth Annlversary Issue, All coples are

legihle; condition 1is dependent on the effect of Father //
Time upon mimeograph paper, but none have

suffered any mutilation., Note: Will
donate entire collection to deserving
individual, if no one offers money.
Flease Urite!

IRV JACOBS, P.0. Box S74, National
City, Calif. 92050

Ed. Note: I'm pleased, but Ron
Smith will have apoplexy Af he
gver resds that. INSIDE was s
thick, digest-sized offset
fanzine, It was so good that
1f I didn't slready have the
issues mentioned, I might even
offer Irv some cash for them
myselr?f,. RSC

/The Mets/"are playing in the
only 21l park in the nestion
thet can sink while 1ts own
scoreboard plays 'Nearer ly God
To Thee'." {Bill Veeck)
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TV Guide for Januagry 7-13 contains listings for two new hslf-hour Dro-
grams which debuted on Monday, the 9th, And, on Tacing pages are ads for
the two gshows., The type in the iopos ts identicel.

MR, TERRIFIC is the (BS edition, and goes on at 8:00, At &:30, one
hae only %to switech to NBC for CAPTAIN NICE, which contlnues the superhero
resurgence., : ‘

You can hardly tell them gpart from the sdvance publicity, Both are
meek, mild-mannered types 1ln thelr everyday indentitles, and both take =
drug for superpower, Mr. Terrific's pill lasts one hour {(with "backup
pills" good for another ten mlnutes apiece), while Captain Nice's secret
formula lasts for about an hour. Each bumbles his way past canned laugh-
ter with amazing stupldity.

However, on the besis of the ovpening shows, I'd give the edge to CAP-
TAIN NICE, The difference does not seem to be simply in the fact that
he wsars a full costume, although that helps -- the prograem seems better
orlented towards a knowing spoof of superheroes,

I was prejudicei, of course, to start out with, The sdvance publicity
for CAPTAIN NICE made use of some lovely srt by Jack Kirby, who is the
present acknowledged master of the comic book superhero, and MR, TERRIFIC
seemed a% the outset a sort of swipe. "Mr, Terrific"was the name of a SUp-=
portinz superhero 1n Sensation Comics in the 'H0's, and his hourly pill
le ldentlcal to Adventure Comicg Hourman, during the same period, Whether
National Comlcs, which produced both characters, 1is getting anything from
CBS I couldn't say. . '

But there's the matter of conception —- a word I used in connection
with STAR TREK, OConceptlon ls the single most important item in planning
a series tv show., It will vitimately make or bhreak s show, gll other
things being roughly equal. A program's conceptlon will shape At from
the beginning, and can 1limit it unmercifully {as STAR TREK's has), or
open 1t wide for creative reglization.

The conception of MR, TERRIFIC ig pretty limited, although it has
possibllities. Basically, a power pill exists which can transform a mgn
into a superman for one hour, It doesn't work on most men, though, It
works only on Stanley Beamish, who is about what his name implies. The
Us ?ov't rations the pills out to Beamish when it has a mission forp him,
That's 1it.

It's limiting., There's very 11lttle in the basic siltustion which is
funny, and it tends to produce s series of SpY situatlons, since that's
the level the Cov't is most 1likely to get involved in -~- on tv, at any
rate. The humor of the first show was based largely on slapstick viasugl
comedy, and what you might cpll Idiot Humor -~ situations funny largely
beécause one or more of those involved in them are idiots. Needless to
say, Beamish (Mr. Terrific) ic sn idiot.

While CAPTAIN NICE is not much different on the gurface, 1t dces hsve
one lmmedlate plus facltor: it was crested by Buek Henry, of the late TW3
and GET SMART, I would guess that Henry read a 10t of comle books when
he was g kid, and still remembers them with sffection. He has cresated a

more rounded conception, less stock tv situstion comedy, and more z total
a2




spoof of the superhero conception 1tself.

His hero, Carter Nash, 1s a police chemist, 1like the present-day The
Flash, but he has the job largely because his uncle 1s mayor. He in-
vents a chemical which gives him his powers., The opening show concerns
the origin of Captain Nice, and develops a clutch of supporting chsrac-
ters, including his mother (a Nice Jewlsh Mamma type who sgys at one
point, "Never say 'no' to your Mother, dear."), his father Yface always
obscured by the papers), a girlfriend (a poilicewomsn, Sgt. Candy Kane),
and villain, Omnes (s villain who can mimic anything, Aincluding articles
of furnliture; he was once a chair, and the police chief, who had sat in
him, admits "he wag comfortable.");

From the very nsme, Carter Nash, (Hawkman is Carter Hall), the show
1s brimming with 1ittle nods and doffed hats to varlous cliches and hall-
marks of the comicbook superhere. kven the origln was presented gs g
comle book would give it {Mr. Terrific's is simply presented in cartoon
1orm pefore the opening credits). The real world intrudes much lese.
(Mr. Terrific lives 1n Washington, D.C,; Captain Nice in Bigtown, a mid-
western town of over 100,000, )

As T watched CAPTAIN NICE, I found myself enjoying 1t. It was lilke
the early BATMAN show, only funnier and less embarrassing, BATMAN in-
directly sheered at comicbook heroes; CAPTAIN NICE does not. It ig
slmply the reducto ad absurdum of the superhero. Imapgine every possible
way 1n whlch super powers would mess a person up in real 1life, and you
have the basls for CAPTAIN NICE.

The conception then, for MR, TERRIFIC, seems thin, and quite gimmicky.
CAPTAIN NICE is more solid, more wlithin the genre it spoofs. It's a bit
early to tell how elther will develop, but CAPTAIN NICE 1s the one to
watch, Buck Henry may have another winner.

BILL McDERMIT (212 No, Werber, Hertford City, Ind,) comments on a point
in ‘The Diving Dames Affair that I missed in my review on page 16, prob-
ably because I didn't read it thst close. Bill says "I suggest you com-
pare the references to YWaverly on pares 85 and 117 of The Diving Dames
Affair. It may, if you haven't noticed it, prove 1nteresting,"Yes. For
those of you too lazy to look it up, on page 85, Coralie Simon refers

to "your Mr. Vaverly", whlle on page 117 Illya refers to Mr, ‘lgverly
and Corglie says "Who is Waverly?" I guess Leslie's writing hasn't im-
proved as much as 1 thought it had.
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FLANET POEMS: V —— Jupiter
by Rick Norwood

My kingdom is the c¢legn and girless void,

The planets, my people,.are few and not worth mentioning,’

My crown 1s just a circlet set with moons,.

These do not welgh on me

As does thet red, unsipghtly hump

Unhidden by my regal robes

Of gold, and green znd phosphorus,

It is myself I carry on my back.

ADDRFSS CHANGES |
Willlam L. Bowers, AF15721969, 604 Military Airlift Spt. Sq (MAG),
APO San Francisco, Celifornia 96274

Lon Atkins, c/o Dsve Hulesn, Box 1032, Canoga Park, Calif. 91304
{I xnow we had some others, but they seem to be 1lost in the wilds of
my desk. Yhile looking for them, I turned up a letter from John Kusske
that we had definitely declded would be ln this lssue. Oh well; maybe
by next issue I'11 have things gtralrhtened out, RSC) (fE}



GOLDEN MINUTES <

THE EINSTEIN INTERSECTION, by Samuel R, Delany (Ace, 40¢) I'd have 1iked
thig better if Delany had refrailned from including extracts from an al-
leged "author's journal", pointing out all the symbolism for the clods
and telllng cute little anecdotes about how he thought about the novel
whlle strolling through the qualnt alleys of Venlice., It erives the lmpres-
sion that other people's opinlons of Delancy will never be sble to match
his own. levertheless, thls 1s a pood novel; one of the best stf novels
that I have read recently. It even survives having Billy the Xid and
Jesus Christ as characters in the same novel, which 1s asking Quite g
lot of 1t. The charascters are too symbolic to be real people, but they
are memorable and, unlike so mich modern stf, the story 1is interesting.
Read 1t 2nd you'll remember it; possibly at next year's Hugo balloting,

THE TIWE TUMNEL, by Murray Lelnster (Pyranid, 50¢) As Rick liorwood men-
tioned in a letter, future bibliographers gre going to have fun distin-
gulshlng Between TIFE TU NEL, wrltten by Murray Lelnster and published

by Fyramid in 196&, egnd THE TIME TUNNEL, written by lMurray Leinster and
published by Fyramid in 1967. They ere not the same book, even though
Fyramld compounded the confuslon by using the same caver 11lustration

on both of them. (You have a sadistic sense of humor, Don Sensen.) The
“eurrent THE TUINEL ls a novellzation of the show, and the kindest thing
thet cen be sald for it is that 1t's better than the show. Lelnster's
historical sectlons are pood; what he wrltes about the Johnstown flood
and the Adobe Wells Indlan fight 1s accurate {which 1g far more than one
cen say about the “history" presented on the show). He avolds the science
as much as possible, which is .a good thing, but his attempts at love in-
terest are palnful and the overall plot doesn't malke much more sense

than the show does. If you have our chonice of Time Tunnels, buy the 1964
book, That one wasn't half bad, .

THE 3WIP FAON ATLANTIS, by H. ‘arner Hunn/THE STOLEN SUN, by Emil FPetaja
{Ace, HOgZ) Sequels are seldom ag good as oriminsls, but they usually are
not quite so painfully deficient as this one le. iwnn's King Of The
Vorld's Edge was o beputifully wild and wooly adventure fantasy, wlth a
surprisingly origlnal background. The sequel lscks originality, imagina-
tion, and interest. Atlantis ig the same super-scientific prehistoric
world that we've read sbout in countless other fantasy novels, the Beau-—
tiful I rincess le a stock character, the Sarmasso Sea is etill trappine
ships, and the hero is strictly pulp-novel cardbosrd. Ventidius Varro may
not have been exactly real, but he was enough of an indlvidual to make
the reader care what happened to him in Ving. His son Gwalchmal is Just
one more Conan-imitatlon. Petaja continuss to convert the "lglevala' to
spece opera, It's a beautiful ldea, but the results are deprescing., Pet-
aJe slmply cannot desecribe action; he seems %to think than an exclamstion
point is capghle of transforming a rather dull deseription into z tell-
ing phrese. Also, he has failed to learn that ho scientlflc explanation
alt all 1s better than one which sounds ridiculous. There could have been
some beautiful deseription in here; there wasn't any.

SLCRET OF THE HARAUDER SATELLITE, by Ted White (Westminster, P 3.75) Thig
ia & Juvenile, for sges 12 to 15. I don't think that T weald have liked
1t at that age; the hero spends far too much time in self-analysis snd

qeg enocugh in action. However, maybe kids are more introsnective these
LR '

b




days. The plot is one favored for that age-level; events in the near
future, with the hero on duty at our flrst space station. (Fan kids will
need to be given thils before age 12, presumably.) The writing itselfl ls
good for any age; the falirly straightforward plot is enhanced by s strait-
forward writing style that doesn't intrude., And for g change in Juvenlles,
tne liarauder Satellite itself 1s a believable menace, and an original one,
I'd have liked the story better with fewer lines like "It forced me to
realize that my life wzs too precious to throw away half used", but then,
this ls the story of the maturing of an adolescent, and I suppose today's
psychologicgl orientation is no worse than Franlk Merriwell's purity, (I
say 1t's no better, though.) Hven so, it's a very good effort, And Ted
Tinally got to put Tucker's name in a novel, along with various others we
all recognize., Fick it up st your local library,

THE WORLD JONES 1ADE, by Fhilip K. Dick (Ace, 40¢) A reprint of an earller
Ace publication. Thls was written back when Dick was stlill writing stories,
rather than Belng Significant. There's g recognlzable plot; it isn't too
.Orlglinal, but it doesn't get lost halfway thru the book. The background
world {(which is why I read this crazy Buck Rogers stuff; to enjoy the fas-
clnating worlds that good novelists can invent) -is intriguing and orig-
ingl as Dlck's usuglly are. I didn't much like the hero or the predlct-
able overthrow-the-dictator plot, but the background and "gtmosphere
pretty well made up for it. :

THE LITTLE PEOPLE, by John Christopher (Setence Flction Book Club, $1.20)
The blurb quotes The Saturdsy Review as saying Christopher's characters
are "human and enfagifig™. I dufino: Ruman they certainly are, and I sup-
pose they may be engagirg to the sort of person whc reads mginstream nov-—
els and watches popular tv gshows, but they sure as hell repel me, The only
one I gave g damn sbout wgs the drunken Irishman, end I suspect that he
was nore stocik-novel than human, The plot 1z about "little people" who
turn out to be the results of a secientific experiment (I think I'd have
preferred falries; I'm a 1lttle tired of Secrct Nazi Dxperiments), and of
thelir effeet on the human inhabitants of g mouldering Irish tourist trap.
fright, entertaining, snhd in two wecks I'11 have forgotten that it ever
appeared,

AGENT OF T,E.R.R,A, #2: TFE GOIDI! GODDESH GAUBIT, by Larry Maddock (Ace,
50¢) Surprisingly, this one is better than the first book in the serles,

It 1lsn't funny (unless the suthor thipks that s sea—god named Nodiesop -
that's Pcsetdon backwards — is the helght of hllarity; you never can tell),
However, 1t has a lipghthearted air that's gupropriate to an U.4,C.L.E,
imitatlion; the author doesn't seem to be taking the book any more seriously

than the rsader is expected to. It isn't pood, but it isn't nauseatingly
bad, either,

THE FAST THROUGH TOiIORROW, by Robert A, Heinlein (Science Fiction Boolk
Club, $2.00 or something like that) The publisher implies —— but carefully
does not state -- that this is Heinleln's cemplete "Future History" gser—
les, It isn't, Omitted is the short story "Let There Be Light' ) the novel
"Revolt In 2100", and the novelettes "Univepse" and "Common Sense", slong
with things llke Helnlein's "Concerning Stories Never Written" in the
Shasta edition of REVOLT IN 2100. Fresumably to make up for this, the
short story "The keéngee From Earth" and the vignetie "Bearehlisht", The
onart -~ loosted on page 530 for some ungodly resson —— has been doctorsd
Lo renove the "etories-to-be-told". (This 1s logleal, since those are the
gtorles wihich weres neéver wrltien, Ttut T used to read over those titles ——
"Fire Down Below!" "The Sound Of His Wings", "The Stone Piliow", etc, -~
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and dream about what they'd be like when he finally wrote them.) .
///Froblems of composing on stencil:; back there I meant to say that "The
Henace From Egrth" and "Sesrchlight" gre included in this volume.///////

5o, 1t isn't the complete Future History, but it's a great introduction
to sclence fiction. After all, readlng Helnlein was my introduction to the
field, and look where it got me. (Hmm,.yes...perhaps on second thoucht
you'd better not look where it got me; Jjust take ny word for it that this
is a great Introduction to science fiction,) All of-the stories are good;
some of them are excellent, and one or two are the best things stf has
ever produced. (Yes, even the much-maligned "lienace From Esrth" 1s good.
I've hresrd g lot of criticism of Heinlein's female characters, but gs I
recnall, every bit of it has come from males. If s fem-fgn wants to tell me
thet Holly Jones is unbelievable, I'11 listen, but T fall to. take the views
of adolescent boys on the subject very seriously.)

PREASURE HUKTING, by Brad Steiger (Ace, 50¢) A compendium of locstions of
'burlied -- or drowned -- treasure. His sccounts seem authentliec, although
remerkably dull for s tressure-hunting book. It seens aimed at the 1ndi-
vidual who plans to actuslly go out with a spgde or gcuba outfit and agct-
wally look for the stuff, resther than the casual regder, though I suspect
that anyone resglly interested would have to 1ook farther in order to get
more precise locagtions, A bibliogrsphy woulé have been helpful. Maybe the
great nundane readershlp doesn't care 1f the writing is dull if it's sbout
treasure,

IPE CORRIDORS OF TIME, by Poul Anderson (Lancer, 60¢) I just recently got
thig (at half price). I didn't care a lot about it as a megazine gerial,
but the book version is s vast lmprovement; I get the impression that
much of the background and atmosphere was cut out of the magezine version,
Zven some of the charscters in the book I fail to remember, If you - like
I - pgssed it up because you'd read it in AMAZING STORIES, pleck up a cony,
You might be plessantly surprised, ‘

BIRN, BABY, BURN!, by Jerry Cohen and Willlam S. lurphy (Avon, 75¢) The
Wetts rlots; keep up on your contemporary history. I naturglly can't vouch
for the accuracy, but it's an excellently written book.

THE DIVING DAMES AFFAIR (4AN FROM U,W.C.L,E. #9) by Peter Leslie (Ace, K0¢)
“gslie must have had help on this; he couldn't have improved that much
since his last U.N.C.L,E. book, (A couple of passgges sounded like he'd
hed help from Ted “hite, but that's ‘unlikely; probsbly just Terry Carr
mpkling editorial insertions,) Of course, the Thrush scheme ie pretty rid-
iculpug even for this series, and Leslie still seems to have the ldeg
thet U.0.G,L.E. is a serious orgsnization staffed by agents so profession-
al that they can tell by the quirk of a finger whether or not another
agent 1s equally professiongl, but the book is gtill much better theh his
previous one. Still not up to licDeniel's efforts, nowever. {And Terry, 1if
U.N.C.L.E, books have to be 80 pure, how did ynu let that bit on page 65
get by?) I Have heerd from certsin impecrabdle sources that the boolk is
dull, Vell, yes, it is., It's gtill much better than Leslle's first one,

CONAN THE WARRIOR, by Robert E, Howard (Lancer, 60¢) The second book in
Lancer's projected complete Conazn sera. This contsins three reprints;"Red
Nalls", "“Jewels of Gwahlur", and "Beyond The Black River", all originally
from WEIRD TALES, I didn't find them as interesting as those in the Tirst
book, pertly because of the incredible femsle pirate he puts in "Red Nalls",
who reads like a bad cross between the daydreams ‘of a 12-year-old tomboy
and Fussy Galore. For that metter, none of the cheracters including Gonan
scems memorable. "Black River" is a poorly disculsed stock story about
g;gneers and Indlsns, with the bloodthirsty redskins Attackins The Fort,
LiO)



L. Sprague de Camp, 278 Hothorpe
Lane, ViTITgnova, Penn., 19085

Many thanks for Yandro #168.
On the last page, 1 see that
Briney tries to bring the readers up
to date on the Conan paperbacke being
published by Lpncer: To bring them
5t111 more up to date, the present
situatlion 1s gs follows: CONAN THE
ADVENTURER, containing one new story
out of four, 1s published. CCNAN THE
WARRIOR, containing only three old
stories, 1s published. CONAN TEEL
CONQUEROR, the same previously pub-
lished novel as before, is in press.
CONAN THE USURPER, contasining one
new story out of four, is in press.
. Thls will be followed by KING KULL,
including several hltherto unpublished stories and slso several unpublished
fragments being finished by Lin Carter., The remalining Conan volumes, in-
shallah, will follow when the litigation is cleared up.

Bob Tucker, Box 506, Heyworth, I1linols, 61745 :

“Thank you for the goldsn opportunity of uttering the Last Word on g sub-
jJect of vast fannish import: the LoG. The term did not gppear in the {irst
edition of NEOQ-FAN'S GUIDE (1955), nor was it present in either editlon of
the FANCYCLOPEDIA (19%4 and 1959), so old Terry is nearly right. It prob—
sbly fell into comman usaze in the yesr or two imnedistely precedlng pub—
lication of Don. Franson's KEY (1962),

Some bright fan with an extensive fanzine collectlon and g desire to
make an everlasting mark in fsndom can here begin an exhaustive regearch
into the matter: search out the exect origin and write a scholarly article
Tor publication in Yandro., It will improve the tone of your magazine, I
don't care for the Term myself, but it mekes as much (or as 1little) sense
@S your rascla, lintel, goffit, and grout.

L do know what a soffit is. We have one in our kldtchen, and a thegter
in Bloecmington has another hanglng under the marquee, although these two
examples are put to widely different uses. The theater uses its soffit
for advertisling purposes, but I've never understood why the bulilder put
one in our kitchen. It's useless, unless you care to admire it as Taguely
ornamental; but I certsinly would never hang a sign on it, or put up big
red letters saying ALLSO COLGCR SHORTS.

I also have the distinct pleasure of correcting you for being wronge
(this is my day!). "The Tucker Syndrome", that vile habit of using fennish
nemes in novels, actually started with my first book in 19%6. That book
vas g nystery and made use of the Tollowing characters: Ackerman, Ashley,
Burbet, Evans, Kennedy, Llebscher, Rothman, Sehnert, Sgarl, Swisher, Tan-
ner, Thompson, Wiedenbeclk; and Warth, (Warth: I'll bet you don't remenber
him -- he was the other fzn from Savennsh, Ga.)
~ But thet wasn't All. Hell no, that wasn't all.--~ I must have belleved
at the time that I'd never publish another book, 20 I tossed in the kitch-
en sink. Playing minor psrts in the unravelling of the mystery were Le
Zombie, Rosebud, fsnzines in general, and a thinly-dispguised FAPA. One of
the minor characters, a fsasn, told the hero~detective all sgbout fens, fan-
zines, snd the thinly-dlssuised FAPA because the vietim had been a publish-
ing member of that sugust body and » clue to the murder was found in hia
epazine. I don't know why I bothered %o thinly-dlsguise FAFA, but g year
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or so after the novel was published I received g letter from a nice 1ibra--
rian gomewhere in New Jersey, wanting to know if such fantasy-oriented
apas really existed., I gave her the information she wanted.

Meanwhlle, back at the Yandro ranch house...

I 1ike Rick Norwood's magazine reviews, and hope you and he continue to
publish them, Like 101 other fans, I no longer make the pretense of keep-
lng up wlth the prozines and a column 1llke this one will send me out into
the trackless snows to buy those few issues worth having.

I wonder if Ted White is really thet cantankerous? I have a notion to
vote Tfor him as the best fan of the year, just to sweeten his disposltion.

Felice Rolfe, 1360 Emerson, Palo Alto, California, 94301

The latest Yandro arrived yesterday. I haven't read it yet -- one of
the Terrible Fiwe has borrowed it already —- tut the following sequence
of events gttended 1ts arrivsal.

When I went home for lunch, Jerry Jacks (who ie staying with us) said,

"Hey, Felice, the latest Yandro came and 1t has an srticle sbout STAR TREK
by Ted White."

"He didn't like 1t," I sald. -

"Thet's right," s3id Jerry, "but how 4id you know?®

"Well, most fans do 1ike it," I said.

By this time Jerry was grinning. 'That's not what he said," he told
me. "Why do you think he says he doesn't like 12"

"Well..." I ssid, "the science'1n 1t isn't completely sccurate; and
. 1t's badly written sf — not up to PHOLNIX PRIME, for example; and Hsrlan

BEllison is plugezing it; and they aren't buying Ted's seripts.”

"He left out the last one," said

Jerry.

SeQue to dinnertime., I get honme
from ‘work, and find Joe looking at Juan—
ita's portrslts of the STAR TREK charac—

. ters{ (8he really did o fine job with
those, by the wgy.) "Say Joe," I begin,
"there's an article in there ghout STAR
TREK by Ted White,"

"He doesn't iike 1it," says Joe, He met

Ted briefly 'zt Westercon last year., "I ima-
rine he hasn't watched it very often,”

By now Jerry and I were really curious,
so we pursued the Question much a2s at lunch-
time, with the same results,

Seque to &:3C, C(lint Bigplestone and

Jenet Dottery arrive to wafch STAR TREK,
walch has been replzced this evening by
the Ringling Circus.

- "Sey Clint," I szid, "the

latest Ypndro came today..."

... And 1t hags an article by

" Ted White gbout STAR TREK," fin-
ished Jerry.

"He doesn't 1like it," C(Clint
and Janet chorused. (I do not ex-
aggerate, ) , ,

! We contlnued the discussion as
above, but T won't bore you with the
detalls. What I want to know is

.this. S0 far Jerry is the only one



of ugs who has read Ted's article, and
he's so interested in thls guessing

game that he's not talking. Clint

took Ysndro home with him, So

I'm in the dark. Were we e —
right? .

/Well, by now I presume you've
finally retrieved the copy in
question and found thst your spec-
ulations were essentlaglly correct;
shall we just say that Ted has a
very distinective fan wrilting style
and let it go at that...? JWE?

Bill Donaho, P,0, Box 128“, Berkeley,
California, 94701

I got Yandro #168 today. For the
most part 1 agreed with your Hugo
choices, But I'm voting for "Manor o
Roses" instead of "Be Merry®. And I

notice you didn't 1list that sterling HH

fanzine Habakkuk amongst the possible R

Pong cholces. Shame on you. - ' RER
And unfortunately I can't go along with 963

Juanita's choice of "The Corbomite Maneuver"
88 the cholce for dramstic presentation, I though TCM was one of the
worst of the STAR TREK eplsodes, Roman Soldlers stumbling around in
Gorman submarines., Ugh. So I voted for "The Ngked Time", However, I
must admlt that 1f TCM mekes 1t to the bsllot I'11 vote for it just be-
cause 1t's STAR THEK,

I think Ted is a 1ittle herd on STAR TREK. It isn't anywhere near
that bad technically. I'll admit though that both I SPY and THE AVENG—
ER8 are better done, Nevertheless, I enjoy STAR TREX more. But those
gre the only serles I watch reguiarly, though I do catch both of the
UNCLE things occasionally.,

flok Worwood was pretty good. Hope you can get him to keep 1t up.

I'm not so sure the Burroughs fans organized and got the Hueo for
Erb-dom. For one thing thers 1l& a ~p-it 1n the Burroughs ranks and one
factlon doesn't care for Erb-dom. For snother thing, John Carter didn't
wln the seriss award, and if there were bloc-voting I would think John
Carter stood a better chance than Erb-dom. T also know geveral fans who
voted {or Eprb-dom b&cause of itg outstanding layout and repro agnd all
that, But™when 1t comes to that, I rather expect Erb-dom to get the Pong

Terry Carr's letter was interesting. However, he seems to be saying
that fans ere entirely too intelilectusl and rationagl, not emotional en-
ough, Strangely enough, this is one phenomena about fans that I have
never noted. Fans in general are conslderably more emotlonal and less
rationalistin than my non~fan friends of equgl intelligence., Fans cover
all beess, My non-fan friends do not. On a similar level, most fans are
omnlvorous readers, reading all types of books and stories: things that
appeal to the emotion snd things that appeal to the intellect.

Terry also seems to be Saylng that all one can usefully say about Bal-
1ard is either "I dig him" or "I don't dig him," Perhaps so. If so, so
much the worse for Bpllsnd,

If the entire New Wgve movement gets criticized for Bellard!s failings
and excesses, 1t is because Ballard has been highly touted by some as the
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prime example of the New Wave and 1ts outstanding success. The reaction
s inevitable, :

Recently Lee Hofifman said she cohsidered herself a hesvy reagder, but she
she hed only read 200 Docks in the past two years. That stopped me. I'm
sure that's a hell of a 1ot more than the general ponulsce, even on the
college graduate level, but I wonder how it stacks up fanwise. Day in,
day out I average about a book a dey besldes working 40 hours a wesk, lead-
ing a falrly active soclal 1ife, being quite active fannishly, etc. (And
th%s doesn't even count megazines, str and otherwise, of which I read quite
a few, too.) But I know that people like Danny Curran and Ellnor Busby
read more than I do., Apd I'll bet both of you do too., How much do vou
read?

[T counted up after getting your letter and I seem to have read some-
where between 50 ang 60 books in the first 3 months of 1967. Of course,
I've also been writing one during that time, which cut down ny reading
somewhat. I still wouldn't gverage a book a dey, though; probably be-
tween 250-300 a year, the last couple of years. Plus a lot of magazlnes,
of course, RSGC :

And fellow gimlet-eyed STAR TREK watchers may relax; I've already noted
T0 Bill vla postcard that the ST episode feat uring Romsn Soldlers and
Germen submsrine warfare was "Balance of Terror", not "The Corbomite
Maneuver',,. .JWC :

~J

Bick Norwood, 640 Linden, Riverside, Cslifornia, 92507

Rether than get emotlonal about the Stsr Trek lssue, I'11 Jjust point
out a few factusl errors, mostly in the Ted White article.

1) Considerable thought has gone into meklng the technologlical back-
ground eonsistent., How often have you seen 20th Cenbury tools, computers,
redlos, ete,, in suppogedly futuristic settings? In STAR TREK, the set
ig remerkably free of anachronisms. (I've only caught one: a modern flssh-
1ight in "The Devil in the Dark",) Think how often they avold mistakes,
considering their 1ilmited 'budget. They wetch the clothing, architecture,
furniture, recreation facilities, weapons, computers, courtroom equipment,
ad infinitum.

2, The characters do not talk or think in 20th Century terms any more
than 1s necessery to communicate with the audience, They don't even think
sbout 20th Century problems. Integration is taken completely for granted,
never even mentioned. Spock is occasienally fial ipned, but gpperently g
human-Vulecaniagn war is part of recent history. How nmaory“reazl" s—f novels
have you read thst havs been current problems (race relations, the Viet
Nem War, overpopulation) pushed a thousand Vyears into the future and thin-
ly dlsgulsed? To the crew of the Enterprise the 20th Century is quaint
and barbaric, and the burning issues of our time are of no Interest in
10l nis) sl fehe :

3) Earth history has- been alluded to., WWIII has been discussed in some
detall. Settlement. of the planets and the seessgsion of Mars.have been men-
tioned in passing. MModern Esrth is apparently mostly parkland, wlth people
living in mile-high skyscraperwecities and the tourist snd diplomatic in-
dustrles of prime lmportance. Agsin, this 1s hinted et, sugpested, since
modern Earth is of 1ittle importanse to the story.

4) Literary allusions always include things written between our time
and thelrs, In "Charlie X", when Spock quotes Pce, he also quotes some
unknown future poet., It is gssumed that the audience wlll catch this with-
out help. In "Where No Man Has Gone Befiore" z modern erotic love poen 1is
mentioned, In "Conscience.of the King" Uhura slngs a popular song of the
future. In "Court-Martial" legal documents of past, present and future
()




are duoted in one breath,

h) "Every episode involves a menace',..not true, execept in the sense
that in all adventure storles the Hero 1s to some degree menaced. There
was no "menace” in "Mudd's Women", "Dpgger of the Mind", "The Conscienoce
of the King", "Tomorrow is Yesterday", "Court-Martial", "A Taste of Ar
mageddon", or "This Side of Paradise",

&) MAN FROM U.N.C.L.E, gadrets 100k more authentic than STAR TREK
equipment? Just compare the personal rsdios they use on esch show.

STAR TREK is not without 1ts faults, but Ted White did not bother to
find out what the show's real faults were. The fact thet he has dis-
1lked the show from the first eplsode, not bothered to get the facts
stralpght , and written a completely one-~sided article shows that his
"opinions" are just anobbery and prejudice.

I enjoyed "The Roddenberry Maneuver" very much., A serious article of
criticism would hsve balanced it nicely, but the White piece just left g
bad taste in my mouth.

I read the STAR TREK credits a little differently from the way tThey
run in the article: "The Man Trap" was by George Clayton Johnson, "The
Naked Time" I have down as by John D,F, Black, but I $00 have = Question
mark after the name, and I don't remember why. "Mudd's Women"-~-the Kan-
del script was based on a story by Roddenberry. "Dagmer of the Mind"—-
TVGuide sald that the script was by Shimon Wincelberg, but at the end of
the show the credits read "S. Bar-Davia", t

You'll notice how Geen L. Coon has dominated the shows /In 1967/ He
is listed as producer and 1s an extremely bad writer. He elps louse up
other people's fine stories, is fond of monsters and flst-fights, and
writes some of the worst dialogue on television., Hss Desllu saddled
Roddenberry with him? I'm convinced, though I have no way of knowing,
that without his interference "A Tuste of Armageddon" would have been a
masterplece. Kven with him 1t was outstanding.

/Your letter grsphicelly illustrates what I am beginning to think of
as "The ST Syndrome". I disagree with you on your taste in which
shows are the best....just as I have dissgreed with other opinions
in the fan press concerning which are the best and worst ST eplsodés;
BUT....gll of these fans are agreed in their devotion to 3T, admira-
tion for the consistency and execution, It is a bit 1like sitting
down at a con with other fans and reminiscing on the mags...{take your
pick.,.Standard msgs, Lowndes' pubs, ASF)....and running into a con-
stant stresm of "Oh, 1 didn't like thst one ags well as the other one
in the next issue". There is no disagreement that as a whole, both GT
and mags are stf, and both vary and/or varied in quality -- and both
contain, eventually, something to sulit the tastes of the fans (with g
Tew notable exceptione,represented by Ted White).....no matter how much
thoge tastes mgy individually vory.

And as far as conslstency goes -~ the most consistent pseudo stf show
on television is VOYAGE TO THE BOTTOM OF THT SEA: it is conslstently
awful, Gene DeWeese sugrested thst instead of having the same Menace
posed each weekly (by pathetically similar monsters), perhaps they
might splce the formula a bit by allowing the same monster ose g new
menace —- instead of a retrimmed menster weekly possessing the crew,
Incldentally, we are in the market for informatlon, subsidiary credits
and any ani all relevant material re STAR TREK, and will endeavor to
keep the interested reader up to date via these pages.....and the in-
terested readers do seem much in evidence, to gsuge by the letters we
receive, i Jugs

@D



William Lee Linden, Solebury School, New Hope, Penn. 18938

As to Rlck Norwood's puzzlement over Meck Beynolds' ANAZON PLANET (I
suppose that by now he wlll have read the final installment with its sur-
prise twistg}, he evidently did not resd the concluslon of "Beehlve" too
clopely. Althourh fhe Dawnmen- turned out not really to be s threst, Com-
missloner Metaxaz thoupht that they would constitute an "attragctive nui-
sance"; men would 8%ill try to land on thelr plahets with Baron Wyler's
ldea of pillfering. OSection G was gtlll needed to puard against that.
Ronny Branston. saw the logic of this and withdrew his resipnation at once.

However, the chronology is stlll inconsistent. Bronston's work on
Fhrygla is mentioned in AMAZON PLANET, end he is a supervisocor, a rank he
recelved ln the last sentence of BERHIVE, But AMAZON PLANET's spaceliner
is heading for Phrypla, whose atmosphere was converted to pnison by the
Dawnmen 1n their established procedure for dealing with offworld maraud-
Ers. :

Don Franson, 65u3 Babcock Avenue, North Hollywond, California, 91606

LoC? Yes, I listed it 1n 1962, and 1t's much older than that, but no-
tice that it's LoC, proncunced "ellosee™, not "lock". But then I'm old-
fashioned., I even pronounce (mentally) stf se “ess-tee-eff", and unfan—
nish thing tn do, according to Terry Carr 1n "My Fglr Femmefan".

Good luck on your novel "Man From Youennseeellee."

Pete Weston, &1 Trescott Road, Northfield, Birmingham 31, United Kingdom

Thanks for Yandro 167. And I see that once apsin the Damn Yankees are
expressling amusement ot my address, %hat's gso funny about "Porliock Cres-—
cent", anyway? Over here it 1s a perfesctly ordinary road name, and eith-
er no one in Great Britaln has read "Kublal Khan'" or they are too polite
to mentlon it.

But I'm sick of belnps a Person from Porlock, and have moved my resi-
dence in dispgust at Roy Tackett's crecks. Try and mzke something out of
Trescott Road, now. (Seriously, please mention in your next issue that
I hage moved, effective immedlately, asnd that records should be altered,
etc. :

I recently saw FAHRENHEZIT 451 snd must confess thset I was bored about
half- way through. True that the.depletion, of 2 future world was well-
done, but’ I did not think that the overall level of interest of the. film
was maintailned. And, of course, as someone else has said, the ending was
sonething of an anti-climax. I'm now waitlng for SPACE ODYSSEY, although

I think the very first
R "true"3r" film is goinp

Ll S oy N\ to be thoucht of as
T s G FANTASTIC VOYAGE. 3o

~. "microminiaturisation®
/;;55;2322 ) is a misnomer alike to

van Vogt celling an -
droids "robots", znd so
1t 18 a bit far out even
for SF. DNevertheless,
this was the firsgt 3F
f11lm I've wanted %o
see twice (and have)
and which I'm not
part-ashamed of. For
the firet time ever,
I should think, an
SF film was retsined




gsecond-week st Birmingham’s
best cinema and played to
full audiences. And from
what I heard people say-
ing as they left, they
had enjoyed the film

end it 'got over' to
most. True, there

were a few laughs

-- a8 when the

radar antennse

were shown

twirling about ™ @5
the pstient's . Gﬁ
head -- but I ﬁ% ‘ R N
thlnk these N
es AN ¢§§§§hm lg;gﬁ%z;
Y

~

were very 4

largely laughs'%zﬁq' _
of relief at

being able to

find something

emusing ln an otherwise pretty strange film (to the layman). But what
e superb opening - no dlelogue, just sleek cars, vnderground H.Q. and

engine nolses.

Don & Maggie Thompson, &786 Hendricks Ropd, Mentor, Ohio, 44060

TARNSIIAN OF GOR is no worse than Fox and better than Carter. High
pralse indeed. I think it goes on my "destroy before reading" 1ist,

Who, practicing sf wrlting today, is not better thsn Lin Carter {as
a novelist; some of his shorter work verpes on the readable). Lin also
%o%d; the record for the worst fan column in s prozlne, even begting out
.+ G, Beck, '

We now have Tive magazines reprinting that great, old sense-of-wonder
gf from Amazing. Sam Moskowitz nust be very, very happy. 8ix, fTor
Christ's sake!

Glad to hear you'lve at lesst read some Ssmuel Delany. I sat at the
game teble with him at the Trlcon banquet and, at one point, everyone
at the table, starting with Ted White, sdmitted we'd never read a one of
his beoks.

Since then, he had a story -— "The Star Fit" —- in one of Pohl's mags
(God %nows which one; I cen't tell them apert) and I tried 1t. I found
it, 1like most of Pohl's hovelets, totally unreadsble. Gee, I don't 11ke
most of the stuff (and especislly the longer stuff, novels included) in
the Hugo-winning magezine. 1T don't 1lke all those classic sf stories
from antidiluvian Amazlilng Stories:.

I must be a fakefan.

On the other hesnd, one novel from 1966 which we both sdmired enor -—
mously was FLOWERS ¥OR ALGERNON —-~ which is even better as g novel than
1t wag as a short story. How's about mentloning that as a neat candi-
date for s Hugo thls year, eh?

We'd just as soon Norwood's column wegn't the Tirst of many, come to
think of 1t... Whille not badly wrltten, psrticularly, 1t just doesn't
strike us as necessary, linspiring, or helpful. He does nicely genergl-
lze from the speclfic dilscussion -~ and he does not gilve away each and
every story endlng. But...But,..Why such a series at all? It goes g
step beyond the comic fanzlnes' habit of taking this month's comiles,
telling briefly some of the themes, 2nd saying "I 1like this story/char-
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acter/series” -- but not much beyond 1t. How's about, instead, a dis-
cussion of the current state of each stfzine? I know, 1t wouldn't make
2 very long-running column, but,..

Pish tush to Ted White. :

Yaay! Keep plugeing K-a (no response from Y readers as yet, far's we
can see, though —-except for a request from Alex Eisenstein for the Gully
Foyle strl ). But we've gotta mention to our members that you're not act-
ually gettlng all of the maillings. We've gotten a complaint or two along
the llnes of, "Why's nasty o0ld Buck Coulson getting all those free mall-
ings?" Ah...

gCan you glve us more background on “"The Naked Time", Juanita? From the
description you give, nelther of us can recall it at all. And yet it was
one of the two best ST shows? (Could have been preempted here, Lord knows.
They do things like that in Cleveland.) :

But we shsll prolly vote for "The Menagerle" as best dramatic etc. How
did it twist plot lopic and already-established charecter {(Mr. Spock's)?
There was only one point (suspense inserted Tor commercisl break—-when the
broadcast from the planet cut off without reason) at which the logic real-
ly fell apart... And, as I think you've mentioned, Spock's emotions/logic
are not those of human beings, Earth-type. Once he settles on a logical
act as such (what is more logical for the circumstance than returning his
ex-captaln to the one environment in which he can be useful, helpful, and
happy-—-when he would otherwise be only a drain on a hospital and those
about him?), it has been estsblished that Spock 1s mighty difficult to
turn aside. And his own 1ife obviously matters 1ittle, -1f at all, to
Spock. And Kirk never was in any danger--nor was anyone else on the En-
terprise. And Spock doesn't ever act according to what Earth-types would
consider strict logic (witness his behavior when Kirk was confronted by
that silicon thing--he wouldn't have killed the critter, but he violently
urged Kirk to kill it when he believed Kirk's 1life in danger from it)...

Sonofagun, LoC (or whatévér capitalizatlon you prefer) isn't in Fancy-
clopedig II! How gbout that? At any rste, the reason why people use this
sort of term would seem to me to be the reason why any abbrevistian is
used—-1it's shorter and Quicker to type (who seys, "E1 oh see"?)...

One of my principal gesmes currently is reading Michael Innes mysteries.
Have you tried them? I still dote on the name of s pub in one ‘of them——
The Mucky Ducle.

/TThe Nagked Timc" opened with the Enterprise arriving at » dying planet,

due for natural "breaking up", on g mission to collect the scientists
manning the observation post there; the scientists are dead, under con-
ditions implying mass insanity. Spock and Younp Guilit~Ridden officer
(who stupidly exposed his hand while on the planet) report their find-
ings, and Young Guilt-Ridden Officer promptly starts lnfecting the rest
of the crew...the bound-water molecule turned Sulu into a bare-chested
swashbuckler, Navigator Riley inta:a singing drunken Irish king, the
nurse (later appearing in the Bloch script) into a nympho — who grabbed
Spock and made him temporarily lose control of his emotions and in ef-
fect become a crying drunk. The Drunken Irishman has 1ocked himself 1in
the Engineering Section snd diverted power, the mass of the planet is
pulling the ship down as the inecipient breakup approaches...and all in
all, characterization, editing, direction, and plot seemed (to my humble
eyes) duite good., :
"The Menagerie" contsined several holes, although I don't blame Rodden—
berry a bit for recouping his 1lnvestment in that Tirst pilot. 1) If the
Taloslans could reach cleer out to the shuttle shlp to cresgte the il1lu-
slon the Commander was a passenger with Kirk, and later on the E,, it
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seems far-fetched such omnipotent beings would be content to play games
O0f imaglingtion with two cripples the rest of thelr lives....a rather
large chunk of space 1s at their mental disposal. 2) Spock, as he acted
in the flashback sequences, was not at all consistent with the Spock of
the. current perlod -- the serles has shown Spock gradually loosening up
end humanizing from a stralt-laced beginning; yet the fl ashbacks show
him grinning, expressing a grest deal of emotion, overreacting and being
very unSpocklike. 3) Well done with the first season, we hsve been shown
Spock graduslly learning a few human tricks, 1lncluding the ability to

1le. Kes=. which he had not done at the time "The lMenagerie" was run,..and
yel the entire device for getting into the flashback involved Spock doing
a 1ot of outright 1ying.

Make no misteke. I 1llked "The Menagerie", but I didn't think it was as
consistent or guite the quglity of "Ngked Time" and "Corbomite Man-
euver',.,... see earller comments on the "STAR TREK syndrome®, Feel free
to nominate "The Menagerie".....but if you nominate an episode of TARZAN
all bets are off..., JWG7

Mike Deckinger, Apartment 12-J, 25 Mgnor Drive, Newark, NI, 07108

1 have ag?gw comments to make econcerning your suggestions ge best fan-
writers of the past year. But first, I want to note that these past
few years have not been particularily outstanding in fan output. With
the exception of relisble 01d Y there have been no cutstanding fanzines
published regulsrly, nothing to replace the very noticeable losses of
Shagey and Cry. Similsrly, the fahzine content has varied from inexcus-
ably poor to good, with few items ascending sbove the line,

Back to the wrlters, though. Of the names given, Ted White is prob-
ably the most prolific in the fan field at present, and zrong the current
active writers certainly the best, (He's not quite up to Wslt Willis or
Herry Warner but since they appear on so limited a basis they are not
qualified for a nomination for writings restricted to 1966). Ted 1s an
even, casual, extremely comfortable writer who says things properly and
with the right sort of emphssis. He 1s not given to thick words over—
burdened with syllables that lend a talnt of erudition te an otherwise
shellow discourse. Stephen Plckering fits into this category, and by
nature 1s z complete phony, He knows nothing about writing or sultable
sentence constructlon and does nothing but advance the most minute ob-
servations, sheathed in unbreskeble phrases that defy comprehension. If
you dig up some pre-Boondogzle Breen artlcles, on non-fannish items, you
can see the faclllity that Walter displays in taking these big words, and
uslng them as they should be used, Fickering hes a grest deal to learn.

I'm glad to see you mentioned Dick Lupoff, Dick wrltes very 1little
outside of FAPA, but everything he does write 1s handled with skill and
an impeccavtle knowledge of slang and technicsl terms. He and Ted White
have the same gift; they write comfortably. They read relaxed, at ease
end in full command of the situstion. They avoild clumsiness and stray-
ing thoughts. Alex Panshin's analyses have =211 been excellent, but pro-~
vide too limited a scope to judge him, I do feel that his various por-
tlone of the unpublished Helnleln book offer the definitive word por-
tralt of Heinlein ss a writer and thinker, and represent an envisble ex-—
penditure of research and logic. His pannine of the Moskowitgz book is
another good example; he doesn't say anything that hasn't reglly been
sald before, but he says 1t so well that no one 1s pgoing to have to say
anything further,

If ERB-Dom's Hugo was a result of blos-voting why wasn't the Barsoom ..
series victorlous in the best serles category? All the talk over the
Pong award, and not the Hugo poing for best fanzine at the Nycon doesn't
worry me. Does any fanzine editor think the Hugo 1s worth anything, now
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that ERB-Dom has one?
Have you seen TRWASURE OF THE BLACK FALCCN
by John Coleman Burroughs? 3Ballantine believes
-this one 1s so vad they refuse to acknowledge
@hgéf anywhere that John Coleman Burroughs is the son
: of ILdgar Rice Burroughs. Or take a look at the
Macfadden reissue of THL CHANGELING by A.E,van
Vogt, Ninety-six pages of van Vogt for 5OZ,
Can you remember winen you got your money's worthy
by buylng pbs? . N
All of Avallone's TALES OF THE FRICHTENED were
specifically written for trgnscription by Boris Kar-
¢ 1 loff. When you hear them spoken in Karloff's best grav-
elly tones they are not quite as bad, Agreed, Avallone's
name is on the cover, but you cen ascertain this fact only by
squinting end rotating the beook in proper light, until the name is barely
visible, like the last clue in a puzzling mystery. ‘The book's sales are
budlt on Karloff's name, not Avallone's,

/But Ted White's name wasn't given, primarily because as Convention Chair-
man he's ineligible for a Convention sward., (Lupoff may s1s0 be ineli-
gible, but I was assuming that he wasn't on the con committee, I don's
know for certain. Juc/

Jim Goodrich, 5 Brewster Drive, Middletown, NY, 10940 - :

fdere ls gome info I hope 18 not old: Houghton bringing out he edition
of LOTR in box for %17.50; THE WARLOCK by Tucker being pubted by D'dgy
in Apr @ §7.95; spy novel LAST CARD by your boy Kirst from Pyramid shouid
be avallable now, & finally, to improve your vocab: FOUR*LETTER WORD GANT
by Hartogs from Lippincott in July @ §4.95. In Mar 166 1sh of Men's Di..
ge8t \‘neighbor gave it to me) 1a an 1llo that looks 1ike the work of LEX
== can u confirm? Sept. 'S6 no. of Knlght has flction by Aldiss & Harlan
Ellison, plus cartoons by Hotsler, with cover repping Harlan's story, For
all the EBllison fans out there 1ln Star Trek land, will sscriflce a mood
copy of. the above for 75¢. Re free plugs, thanks muchly for Classic I'ilm
Colleotor blurb. And sccording to my Bible, Vsrilety, ST is how skedded
for Fri W 8:320, not Tues gs steted pPrevious weex. Next week may be changed
again., The Dloody bastards are slotting THT AVENGERS against DINC, which
means Steed & Co. will be ighored by the mssses & ny fellow gleohuiics,/
Tho 1've read about Sputnilk Dipest in 1ib journals, didn't even see a copy
in Mgnhattan last weei. Anderson mey be anti-legro (no Ebony), but it
isn't anti-Commie like NY,/ Alex’'s bit on Orphink Annie I8 w worthy of
Little Annle Fanny, my ideal./ Agree with u on SWORD OF RHTANNON - bu<
when is Ace going to fire their spastic art director?/ That Paris opera
propram for Carmen should be a collector's item./ To ny surprise, BCRCE-
RESS OF Q lives up to its delightful cover. Thought pb sf was kept simon
pure to protect the juves!

/Oh, the Anderson news stand handles Kbony, but the Anderson newsstand is

“40 miles avway and we didn't happen to be there while that issue was on
sale. Disparaging references to the "1ncsl" new stand are to the one
nere in Hortford City. (We might even have made a speclal trip to Ander-
son for the Hbony, but we didn't find out about it until too late. ) RSC/

Norm Clarke, 9 Bancroft St,, Aylmer E., PQ, Cenads
Just a note to say thanks for Ysndro 167, which arrived today: the “T!
on the envelope indlcates "Trade"] I guess, and by how you must be wonder—
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ing what in hell you are treding for anyway:. Well, start holding your
breath, for, in sz miphty burst of energy (since fizzled out), 1 actual-
ly stencilled all of Honque #5, except for the letters and stuff by the
Editorial Me., For g while I was almost expecting to get the thing out
in February, but it now appears thast sometime in March is the deadline,
80 maybe the thing will actually come out in April, However, I think

it will be a pretty good issue ("Another Canadian Humor fsnzine contsin-
ing another goddam convention report".,.RSC, Yandro 170). I was think-
ing of doing a parody of Pickering, but instesd will follow your fine
editorial example and forget 511 about him. In a way, though, I wish
he hadn't been a thlef, for he had so many other endearing gualities,

He might even have inspired Boyd to publish another issue of A Bas 1n
order to present g Derogation like those of o0ld, featuring the incom-
parable "Nit" Pickering, In fact, I suggested that very thling to Boyd,
not long age, and he said, "Who? Stephen Who? Wha'? Hegh?" Poor old Boyd
is of course not very Hip snd Aware these dayes.

About scandels in fandom: I understand Pelz 1s working on some sort
of chart of fans' sexusl sctivities; it may couse & few eyebrows to
twitch, 1f not actually rsise (if you'll pardon the symbolism, all very
unintentional). On the other hand, perhaps everyone ls glresdy bored
by Fannish Sex Stories From Q14 Berkeley, etc.

That was a goed and informative letter from Roddenterry. I must ad-
mit that I have been, and am, creebing and nitpicking about much of
STAR TREK; st111, I don't miss an episcde if I can help it, and I guess
I'd be sorry if it went of f the sir. At least there don't seem to be gs
many Monsters on it as there were at the beginning of the series. One
thing that bugs the hell out of me, though 1t has nothing to do with
the program itself, is the obvious utter contempt for the program shown
by the local station, which jeams as many commercisls as pnssible.,.no,
they Jjam in more commercilals than are possivle, 2t arbitrary points
throughout the hour, unconcernedly cutting out chunks of contlnuity.

One evening, I checked the clock: o & o'clock —— the regular time for g
commerclisl break -- on ceme four counmercials; back to the program for a
short time, and then on came four more commercials. The time when the
Tirst of these came on the screen was &:05, Of course, they do the same
thing with movies, but net, I think, wlth sny other prime-time Action or
Adventure shows (MAN FROM UNCLE, THE AVENGERS, ete.). In other words,
the station obviously considers ST to be g pile of silly crap (1ike the
movies they show) that nobody is reslly watching.

Anyway, STAR TREK l1s pretty good stuff, I suppose, considering the
general level of tv, and particularly of stf on
tv (it cheered me no end to hear that TIME TUN-
NEL and IT'S ABOUT TIME are to be cancelied).
However, I have not yet been moved to be s
Loyal Supporter: i.e., I haven't written any-
body any letters. If I do, it will be to the
local station to tell them what they can do
with their commercisls, and to the sponsors,
themselves to assure them thet I will never
buy any of their products.

Would you please ask all your regcers
to send cards and letters to Statlon CJOH-
TV, 1500 Merivale Rd., Ottawa, Ontario,
Cengda, saying how much they enjoy the
talent show, "Take a Bow", and especlal-
ly the bearded saxophone player in the
band? Thank you.




Dick Lupoff, Merry Hill, Poughkeepsie, NY, 12603
Another duplication of names: Nerm Clarke of Queebcon and FPAPA fame,
and Norm Clarke the New York fringefan who wrote those nice "Greatest
Show Unearthly" articles a few years ago. And our o0ld friend and fan
artistsJoe (Lee) Sgnders, end a neo fan artist who popped up a year or
. two back signing himself J. Ssnders. Turned out, however, that this new
fellow is Jim Sanders, . -
I thought that Dorr was mildly amusing, de Camp his usual sterling
-self, D'Ammassa much too "catalogy" to be effective, and Gilliland very
funny. I read almost no fan fiction, so Jzy Gerst should not be offend-
ed. The Thompsons had the best letter from fans, but Roddenberry's was
the most fascinating to read,

John Trimble, 243 Sents Rose Avenue, Oakland, Cal ifornia, 94610

Third thing is your copy of HUGC REPORT #1, and I hope that we're in
time for the Marech Yan. If not the fmz reviews, hopefully in time for
some mention of the thing (what it is, where to pget it, etc.) in either
or both of your editorials. This needs to have wide publlclty, so that
as lany fans as are interested in the Hugos know of it. I couldn't care
1ess what people think of the 'zine gs a fenzlne, but I want to get some
discussion golng on this Hugo thing...gnd the Pongs.

Thahx for any help 1in this 1line you can give.

/No fanzine reviews in this issue, and since I Tinished my editorial
without mentioning your publicatlon, I'11 just mention here that John
wae appointed a wmember. of g Hugo Btudy Committee by the TriCon, and
has new published HUGO RFPORT #1, which includes Hugo votlng regula-
tions, an article by Ted White justifying the Pongs; and other goodies.
Avalleble from the above address, for a letter of comment on the Hugo
situation, in trade for a fanzine which discusses the Hugos, or for g
Wi stamp. RSC/ :

Ed Meskys, Belknap Colliege, Center Harbor, N.H., 03226

— T wes surprised by Terry Carr's comments on Ten disliking Freud. And
I thoupht T was virtually alone 1n not being agble to swallow the Freud-
ian model of man, whole. And I realize that I know pitifully little
about Freudian theory...,only what I picked up in psssing from reading
ertlcles abcut other matters, and fietion. The only book by Freud that
I read was MOSES AND MONOTHEISM, which was fascinating.{(So Moses was an
Egyptian!) I was only bothered by the racial memory buslness,

Anyhow, 1'11 admit I might not be fair because of my limited know-
ledge, but T still object to what I know. FLOWERS FOR ALGERNON, it seems
to me, is based very strongly on the Freudian model of HMan, (I use "mod-
el" the same way a physicist would when speaking of the rutherford model
¢f the atom Or 1liquid drop model of the nucleus...s-simplified, lmperfect
description which can be used to draw some valid conclusions.) I get the
impression that Freudianism lsn't regarded as a model, but as t¥*r*u%t¥h,
1ike Astrology. IEveryone in thils world born at 3:19:23.5 AM, Greenwlch
liean Time, will be a...Everyone slapped at the age of three by his father
willad. .

I am bothered by other aspects of Freudianism, too. Bvery kid at the
sge of one wanting to screw his mother and fearling castratlion, etec.,
sounds like just so much rubblish. .

It does have its uses, such as providing a model for writers. I could-
n't bel. vo 22l of 1t, but the F'ism did provide a universally understood,
if not believed,explanation Tor the hero'!s actlons. Here at least it
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makes sense, but I see no point whatsoever to the playing with symbols

by Ballard snd others. So "Storm Bird, Storm Dreamer" tells, Eythllcal—
ly, of frustrated intercourse., My only reaction is, "So what?"The story
still stinks.” Or gt least 1t probebly does. Sinece I haven't read it,

I can't condemn it outright. But really, so whet? Does it really give

a story "literary -merit" 1f the writer includes a deep symbolic meaning?
*Siph* 'I guess the regctions to FINNIGAN!S WAKE and the 1ike show that
it does, but I'1l-never understand that.

/My sentiments exactly....RSCF:

— JOHN BERRY

-In April 1966, a BBC TV programme calted TOMORROW'S WORLD investligated
a movlie-flim taken by a woman psssenger in an aeroplane over England,
vhich showed a UFO approaching and departing at fantastic speed. I be-
lileve this film was shown on US networks., The TCMORROW'S YWORLD staff
duplicated every facet of the original incident...sszme plane, seme locag-
tion, same camera and film...and their film also showed the indenticel
phenomena, which, after exsmination, was shown to be a 'distorted image'
of a portlon of the aeroplane's tail-plane.

So I keenly watched the same programme on the 28th December 1966, be-
cause the blurb announced that TOMORROW'S WORLD would answer this problem:
it a?d wiien aliens do arrive here, how are we golhg to communicate with
them?

The Radlo Times pre-snnouncement enthused over this sensationsl pro-
pramme: "Together ((a zoologist, research engineer, and astronomer))they
hove produpged & sort of blueprint on planetary etlidquette which could gl-
most be published as a civil defesnse pamphlet." ‘

Beopuse of the world scoop over the aforementioned UFO affair, I con-
cluded that this programme really would be sensatlionazl, so I prepared to
watch 1t with much enthusissm...

U S

Each 'expert' in the field of alien-communication worked on the prem-
lse thet a common interest should be utilized for bresking the communica-
tlons barrier, i.e. - an object which would be Tamiliar to us and the
- glienas, Two experis chose URSA HAJOR, otherwise known variously as the
Plough, the Bip Dipper .or the (reat Bear. They stated that sliens would
probebly only come frem the neareastl stars, and would therefore be AGH-
versant with the shape of the Plough,

On this basis, one expert then produced a square board of wood on which
were nalled seven cheap watches with luminous dials. The watches were
placed in the shape of the seven stars of the Plough, This motif, he ex~
plgined, wsa for an slilen who did net have eyes with the appreciation of
our particular wavelength of iipht. In fact, it might not even have- eyes
at all, but would pwssibly be sensitive to radiatilon,

Perhaps, another expert opined, they would be blind, but have an extra
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strong sense of smell. All you requlre, he sald, is to hammer seven
onions on the board, aslso in the shape of the Plough. These were ser—
lous suggestions, ’ ‘

The glier approaches you; and notes s board with seven watches tick—
ing on 1it.,: For all the alien knows, it could be an infernal machine.
Personally, if I met an allien in my garden one morming, I would feel
rather an idiot waving my watchboard. Another thing -- 1 couldn't afford
seven luminous watches...I could afford onions, though, But presuming
the allen could sniff the onions, and with a dedicated sense of smel]l de-
duce they formed g pattern of the Plough.,.,after it has performed this
nostrili-twitching feat, what does it prove? Remember, tesrs mav be pour-
Ing down your fasce at the time.

If by some remote chance the watches or onions do the trick, and the
Plough 1s recognized by these medla, what is the next step?

This obvious Question was quickly glossed over by the introduction of
the zoologist, who displayed a plcture of a monkey grinning like mad, The
scientlst explained that when a monkey grins, 1t is scared. Ergo, if an
slien grins at you, it is petrified, and if you grin at it, showing g
mouthful of gleaming molars, it will think you are scered.

Grinning like med, the zoologist then pave his suggestions for explain-
ing allens that you are 'highly intellipent'. A1l the equipment was a
plece of chalk and a blackboard. "You have to demonstrate that you are
conversant with the two-times tables," he said, and did a couple of kind-
ergarden sums on the blackboard. One dot and one dot make two dots,..two
dots together, and asnother two dots close by mske four dots., I grew quite
dizzy wlth the concentration reguired to show how highly intellipent I was.

I repeat that this was a serious programme, and yet they made no attempt
L0 anhswer many obvious duestions. TFor exgmple, if an alien race land, and
are met by a grinning horde bearing sloft boards with various devices de-
picting The Plough, will they consider people who are not similarly equip-
ped as being enemies? '

The presumption is that the Plough is 211 important, and will immedlate-
Ly be recognised by allens. Suppose the aliens come from & distant point
in the Galaxy (if the BBC can have onions nailed to s board, I can have
fester-than-lipght travel), the Ploush will be meaningless to them, won't
1t? .
Most damning of all, though, is the presumption that the allens will
elther have a sense of smell, normal vision, or pgeiger-counter-like an-
tennae. BSuppose the gliens communicate by colour, or by sprays of hydro-
chloric acid, or by turning double somersaults?

The truth is, I think, that most non-fans find themselves unable %o
grasp the extreme diversity of probable aliep 1ife. 'Little green men!
is the usual description suggested by mundsne people who delpgnh to- consider
for a moment the question of alien 1ife.

We sf fans are weaned on the exciting possibilities, and we know that
onions and luminous watches hammered on a boerd to mske.the Plough will
have no meaning to allens. But non-fans to whom I spoke who saw thig pro-
gramme thought it to be fascinating and authentic.

Probably the sale of luminous watches snd onions 1ncreased enormously
efter the programme, There are susceptiblie people gbout, you kmow,

Bd, Kote: Je keep metting these letters from fans sesying they'll see us st
the NyCon, or the larcon, or some other convention. Sorry, but our conven-
tion-going this year will be restricted to the Midwesteon at the end of
June, I never really had any intention of attending the Yorldcon this year,
tho I dld msito some joking references about galng if Juanita sold enough
rovels. (.ell, if she sells enough —-- like enough to buy us a2 new car znd
have something left over...... ) No, we'll see you at the Midwestcon. RSC
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